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Abstract

Reza Shah ruled over Iran for 16 years (1925-
1941). In this period, the landownership
system in some parts of the country,
especially in Mazandaran, went through some
shifts as a result of which Reza Shah, in
addition to being the ruling monarch, was
gradually obtaining the status of a great
landowner. The present research is focused on
this question: Based on what motivations and
methodologies Reza Shah was able to seize
extensive properties in Mazandaran? In order
to answer this question, we can enumerate
various motivations which influenced him.
The importance of landownership and
landlord classes in Iran’s sociopolitical
relations — something which Reza Shah and
his ancestors were deprived of — can be
considered as the most important motivation
which further intensified Reza Shah’s greed in
seizing lands. Also, Reza Shah pursued his
thirst for landownership through selling the
public Kha lis ihdjat and donated lands,
changing the land use ‘Ala gihdjat, etc. in
northern parts of Iran.
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